Gathering Zion 2009
My Pioneer Ancestor
My Name_______________________________________________
My Ward _______________________________________________   

Name of one LDS pioneer ancestor I will remember and honor on Trek:  _____________________________________________________

Ancestor's birth place ________________________________________________  
Ancestor's birth date_________________________________________________
Please describe the life of one pioneer ancestor who showed the way for you and other family members to follow by joining the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints or by paving the way for others to join.  What are the challenges this ancestor faced in joining the church or in gathering to Zion or blazing a trail worth following?  How have the choices made by this ancestor made a difference in your life or been an example to you?   
Gathering Zion 2009
Pioneer Ancestor
President Thomas S. Monson said, "A dictionary defines a pioneer as 'one who goes before, showing others the way to follow.'  Oh, how the world needs pioneers today!"
Mormon pioneers did not all pull a handcart, walk beside a wagon train or travel the ocean on a ship from a foreign land.  Each time someone joins the Church as the first in their family to enjoy the blessings of the Gospel, he or she is a pioneer for every family member and friend that follows.  Every single day, around the world, there are new Mormon pioneers who choose to gather to Zion and join the pure in heart. 
The principle of gathering is mentioned many times in the scriptures.  The Savior taught that his people should gather together and gather themselves to Him.  This means not only being baptized, but joining with other saints so the full blessings of the Gospel can be realized by all.

As an LDS youth or youth leader, there is someone in your life who has been a pioneer.  Perhaps you are the pioneer and the first in your family to join the Church and lead the way.  Perhaps it was your parent or grandparent who first showed the way to follow.  Perhaps there are several great-grandparents who many years ago changed your life and the life of your family because they first joined the Church.
Please choose one of your own ancestors to remember as you participate in pioneer trek in June 2009.  Please learn more about this person's life.  Where did he or she come from?  How did he or she come to know the truth of the Gospel?  When did this ancestor join the LDS church, and what did this person do to gather themselves to Zion?  Because we live in Utah, most of us have pioneer ancestors who chose to gather to Utah to join with other members of the Church, but there are pioneers who gather to Zion in stakes all around the world.
Attached is a page for you to fill out about your pioneer ancestor.  Please research and find out about the ancestor you choose to remember.  Talk to family members about this ancestor, or read things written about your ancestor by other family members.  If this pioneer ancestor is still alive, ask him or her questions about his or her life. Try to find a photograph of your ancestor. The more your learn about your ancestor and what he or she did to join the Church and gather and strengthen other Saints, the more you will grow to love this person and all pioneers.

Please keep one copy of the story of your ancestor for yourself and give another copy to your ward Mutual leader by May 3, 2009.

The youth of the Church have been shown a path to follow by great pioneers.  In turn, as you choose to follow a path of righteousness, you will show others the way as well.  LDS youth are urgently needed as pioneers of goodness and kindness in a harsh and tempting world.   "Oh, the world needs pioneers today!" said President Monson.  Will you come?  Will you gather to Zion and labor to help build it?  Will you choose to be a pioneer? 
